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This article is devoted to a field study of a multi-ethnic multi-confessional city. The purpose of the study is 

to describe the cultural and linguistic landscape of Ufa, the capital of the Republic of Bashkortostan, where 

three large ethnic groups and more than 100 small ones live. The paper considers the initial provisions of 

the study, covers the experience accumulated by the international and domestic linguists in conducting 

similar research in regions with similar multi-ethnic composition. The study is planned to be conducted in 

two stages. At the first stage, cultural and language dominants on the streets of the city will be documented 

and studied. Conclusions will be made about the current state of the cultural and linguistic landscape of 

the city. The second stage involves working with the city's population: conducting surveys, a series of 

interviews, and working with focus groups to determine whether the cultural and linguistic landscape, 

language policy, and visual design of the city meet the expectations of its residents. It seems that the results 

of the research can be used to adjust the language and cultural policy of the city and region, improve the 

visual space of the city of Ufa, and study the cultural and linguistic identity of the city's residents. This 

project can also become an important milestone in the development of Russian research of linguistic 

landscape and can be used to study other multi-ethnic and multi-confessional cities and regions. 

Keywords and phrases: Field research, language policy, cultural and linguistic landscape, multi-ethnic 

region, Ufa, sociolinguistics, visual communication, state language, multi-confessional city. 

 

References 

 

Alos i Font H. Lingvisticheskiy landshaft g. Cheboksary i zamechaniya po vypolneniyu zakona 

chuvashskoy Respubliki «O yazykakh v Chuvashskoy Respublike» [Linguistic Landscape in Cheboksary 

and comments to the implementation of the Chuvash Republic law “On languages in the Chuvash 

Republic”] // Materialy IX Mezhdunarodnoi nauchno-prakticheskoi konferencii «Ashmarinskie chteniya», 

g. Cheboksary [Materials of the 9th international research-to-practice conference “Ashmarinskie 

Readings”]. 2014. URL: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/269108160_Lingvisticeskij_landsaft 

g_Ceboksary_i_zamecania_po_vypolneniu_zakona_cuvasskoj_Respubliki_O_azykah_v_Cuvasskoj_Res

publike (Accessed: 01.04.2020). 

Gabdrakhmanova G.F., Makhmutov Z.A., Sagdieva E.A. Gosudarstvennye yazyki Respubliki 

Tatarstan v yazykovom landshafte regiona [State languages of the Republic of Bashkortostan in the region’s 

linguistic landscape]. Kazan': Institut istorii im. Sh.Mardzhani AN RT; izd-vo «Artefakt», 2015. 56 p. 

Kuptsova G. Kontakt yazykov v lingvisticheskom landshafte Moskvy (na materiale tekstov, 

nanesennykh na detskie igrushki) [The contact of languages on the linguistic landscape of Moscow (case 

study of texts on children’s toys)] // Voprosy psikholingvistiki [Psycholinguistics Issues]. 2013. №17. URL: 

https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/kontakt-yazykov-v-lingvisticheskom-landshafte-moskvy-na-materiale-

tekstov-nanesennyh-na-detskie-igrushki (Accessed: 01.04.2020). 

Peshkova N.P. Lingvisticheskiy landshaft polietnicheskogo goroda: osobennosti verbal'nogo 

vozdeystviya [Linguistic landscape of a polyethnic city: Peculiarities of verbal influence] // Voprosy 

psikholingvistiki [Journal of Psycholinguistics]. 2017. №3 (33). URL: 

https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/lingvisticheskiy-landshaft-polietnicheskogo-goroda-osobennosti-

verbalnogo-vozdeystviya (Accessed: 01.04.2020). 

Backhaus P. Linguistic Landscapes. A Comparative Study of Urban Multilingualism in Tokyo. 

Clevedon: Multilingual Matters, 2007. 168 p. 

Brown K. D. The linguistic landscape of educational spaces: Language revi-talization and schools in 

southeastern Estonia. // Minority languages in the linguistic landscape / Eds. D. Gorter, H. F. Marten, 

L.Van Mensel. Basingstroke: Palgrave-Macmillan, 2012. P. 281–298. 

Collins J., Slembrouck S. Reading Shop Windows in Globalized Neighbourhoods: multilingual 

literacy practices and indexicality // Journal of Literacy Research. No 3, 2007. P. 335–356. 



Jaworski A., Thurlow C. Introducing Semiotic Landscapes // Semiotic Landscapes. Language, Image, 

Space / Eds. A. Jaworski, C. Thurlow.  London: Continuum, 2010. P. 1– 40. 

Kotze C.-R., du Plessis T. Language Visibility in the Xhariep: a comparison of the linguistic 

landscape of three neighbouring towns // Language Matters. No 41, 2010. P. 72–96. 

Landry R., Bourhis R.Y. Linguistic Landscape and Ethnolinguistic Vitality. An Empirical Study // 

Journal of Language and Social Psychology. 1997. No. 16. P. 23–49. 

Masai Ya. Tokyo no seikatsu chizu [Living Map of Tokyo]. Tokyo: Jiji Tsushinsha. 1972. 154 p. 

Monnier D. Langue d’accueil et langue de service dans les compares à Montréal. 1989. Québec: 

Conseil de la Langue Française. 173 p. 

Pecníková J. Historical Sites as an Integral Part of our Present // Pochovaní pod pamiatkami. Via 

cultura: IKP, 2017. P. 61–77. 

Pietikäinen S., Lane P., Salo H., Laihiala-Kankainen S. Frozen actions in the Arctic linguistic 

landscape: a nexus analysis of language processes in visual space // International Journal of 

Multilingualism. 8(4), 2011. P. 277–298. 

Rosenbaum Y., Nadel E., Cooper R. L., Fishman J. A. English on Keren Kayemet Street / The Spread 

of English. Eds. J. A. Fishman, R. L. Cooper, & A. W. Conrad. 1977. P. 179–196). Rowley, MA: Newbury 

House. 

Wenzel V. Reklame en tweetaligheid in Brussel: Een empirisch onderzoek naar de spreading van 

Nederlandstalige en Franstalige affiches // Brusselse Thema’s 3, 1996. P. 45–74. 

 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Saduov Ruslan Talgatovich, Candidate of Philology, Associate Professor of the Department of English 

Language and Intercultural Communication, School of Romance and Germanic Philology 

Bashkir State University 

32 Validy Str., Ufa, Bashkortostan 450076 Russia 

E-mail: Ruslan.Saduov@gmail.com 
 


